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Chadwick and Graham deny
that a preoccupation with the
numbers is threatening the university’s Jesuit identity and values.
“It’s just false,” Graham said.
“The administration is searching
for that sweet spot— the balance
between identity and fiscal responsibility. Unless we can figure
out how we’re going to do that going into the future, we’re dead. We
can’t keep increasing tuition four
percent every year. We’re looking
for sustainability.”
Sustainable is something that
ASLS programs were not, according to Graham. The same personnel could not keep running the
programs every year, and student
interest was dwindling. “You have
15 going out of a class of 1,100.
Pardon me, but I’m not terribly
impressed. The experience was
too isolated. In this case, suspending and outsourcing programs is
not a bad thing,” Graham said.
In response to the criticism of
Xavier’s increased spending and
expansion, Graham said an increase in quantity doesn’t have to
negatively affect quality.

Quantity has indeed been a
common denominator in many
recent administrative decisions,
from the addition of 19 new programs to the admission of Xavier’s
largest first-year class to date.
However, there have been multiple quality-oriented initiatives
such as the “Xavier Way,” a strategic approach to instilling Jesuit
values.
Both administrators said such
decisions are helping Xavier
achieve its goal of forming men
and women for others.
“I think things are going really
well,” Chadwick said. “Students
are learning, participation in the
Center for Faith and Justice is up
and our campus is engaged with
the community around us. Now
our greatest concern is the sustainability of what we have here.”
Chadwick said he feels the administration has done well in its
responsibility to communicate
goals, challenges and successes
with students.
“Communication is a twoway street,” he said. “We are always open to more dialogue and
discourse.”

Venice on Vine adapts to changing surroundings
By Justin Worthing
Staff Writer

Well-known Over-the-Rhine
(OTR) restaurant Venice on Vine
is facing new opportunities and
challenges with its changing surroundings. The restaurant, which
has served the same meals with
little variation since 2006, is in the
process of changing its menu to
cater to a new population.
“We understand the market
enough to make some changes for
the long term,” Mark Shannon,
executive director of the restaurant, said. “We must cater to the
new normal.”
With all the new restaurants
and developments in the area,
things may get harder for Venice.
Most of the new restaurants have
made their home on Vine Street,
and the quality of Venice’s competition is steadily growing. But
Shannon wants to make it clear
that Venice is committed to its location and its mission.
“There’s an interesting conversation going on here,” Shannon
said, “and by being here we add
a unique part to it. And although

our social enterprise
is changing to adapt
to the area’s changes,
we’re still committed
to our mission.”
Venice stands out
from the dozens of
other bars and restaurants in OTR by
more than just its age.
The social enterprise
is a part of Power
Inspires Progress, a
nonprofit committed
to improving the job
skills, education and
resumes of its trainees. Those who apply for the program
usually struggle with
generational poverty,
little access to quality
education, a history
of addiction or a court record.
Each trainee accepted into the
program stays for a year, progressing from duties in the kitchen to
duties as a waiter or waitress.
Trainees also receive specialized
tutoring ranging from development of basic reading skills to

Photo courtesy of Venice on Vine

preparation for higher education.
At the end of one year, employees “graduate” from the program
with a stronger presence in the job
market than they would otherwise
have.
The nonprofit, founded by two
nuns, started in 1986 and moved

to OTR 20 years later. Since then,
it has outgrown its small size
and is presently receiving a large
amount of business.
“We’re in the midst of some
of our most successful years,”
Shannon said. “Catering is in
high demand, and we’re feeding
construction workers (working on
redevelopment). But eventually
we’ll be marketing to the residents
of the places they’re building.”
At the announcement of the
menu change, Venice’s board was
concerned that more complex
recipes would be too difficult for
new restaurant employees, but
Shannon disagrees.
“It’s all a matter of breaking complex items down to simple parts,” Shannon said. “It’s
broken down into something
manageable.”
The restaurant is currently
meeting with a consultant to make
this process easier.
Venice on Vine is located
at 1301 Vine St. in Cincinnati’s
Over-the-Rhine neighborhood. It
is open from 10:00 a.m.-8:30 p.m.
Monday through Saturday.
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the truth will make you free
“If you continue in my word, you are truly my
disciples, and you will know the truth, and the
truth will make you free” –John 8:32.
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Club Profile: Bike XU
By Lydia Rogers

Staff Writer
The Bike XU program is promoting a bike culture in the Xavier
community.
The program allows students
to rent bikes for on- and off-campus use, benefiting students who
may not have a car on campus or
those who would prefer biking to
class and using the accessible bike
racks rather than searching for a
parking space in a designated lot
away from the academic mall.
Women of Excellence and the
Student Government Association
(SGA) started the Bike XU program in 2009. Sustainability interns run the program out of the
Sustainability Office.
“The goal of the program is to

semester.
Bike XU has a few upcoming events this fall. At 8:00
a.m. on Sept. 21, there will be a
downtown bike ride to Coffee
Emporium, E. Hyde Park and
Over-the-Rhine led by Queen
City Bike. No RSVP is required.
On Oct. 20, there is a bike
ride to the Cincinnati Zoo that
requires an RSVP by Oct. 18.
These riding events require students to wear helmets and arrive half-an-hour early for a brief
safety talk.
Students who want to become more involved with the
Bike XU program can join the
Sustainability Club that meets at
6 p.m. on Tuesdays at the Farm
Hoop House.

promote a bike culture on Xavier’s
campus by renting out bikes and
hosting bike events all year long,”
Bike XU President Samantha
Meza said.
The program offers long-term
rentals, which last for a semester,
and single-day rentals, which are
available for bike ride events that
the program sponsors.
In order to rent a bike, students must send a request email
to bikexu@xavier.edu, fill out
the waiver form and pay the $45
rental fee.
Then they can pick up their
bikes, helmets, safety light, lock
and key. Bikes for the semester are
rented out on a first-come, firstserve basis and, currently, all the
bikes are reserved for the fall 2013

Upcoming Events
Volunteer and Service Fair
The Dorothy Day Center for
Faith & Justice will have its
annual Volunteer and Service
Fair from 4 to 6 p.m. on Sept.
18 on the first floor of the
Gallagher Student Center.
The event will feature a number of service-based programs available to students,
including Alternative Breaks
and Fall Community Action
Day (which is Sept. 21).

Compiled by Andrew Koch

Photo courtesy of stanford.edu

Boat Dance tickets on sale
The Student Activities Council
will be selling tickets to the
annual Boat Dance at 5 p.m.
on Sept. 19 on the Husman
Stage. The dance, which
takes place on a steamboat
on the Ohio River and is
themed “A Parisian Night at
Sea,” is on Sept. 27. Tickets
are $15 each, and each student is able to purchase two
tickets with their ALL Card.

First E/RS lecture: Gayatri Spivak
Professor Gayatri Spivak (above), renowned philosopher and director of the Center for Comparative
Literature at Columbia University, will speak on justice and diversity from the perspective of postmodern feminism at 7 p.m. on Sept. 19 in the Duff Banquet Center in Cintas Center. Spivak is best
known for her translation of Jacques Derrida’s seminal work “Of Grammatology.” She is the first
speaker for this year’s Ethics/Religion and Society speaker series.

-Paid Advertisement-

EUROPEAN STUDY PROGRAM
Maastricht, The Netherlands
May 10 to June 7, 2014

• Spend 4 weeks in Europe
• Live and study at the University of Maastricht
in The Netherlands
• Earn 6 credit hours
• Travel with Xavier students and faculty
INFORMATION SESSION
Monday, Sept 23 (4pm, Smith 137)
Tuesday, Oct 1 (3pm, Smith 137)
For more information, contact:
Ms. Cindy Stockwell or Ms. Nancy Mazza
(SMH, Room 120A. Tel: 745-3131)
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Xavier issues new ALL Card

Photo courtesy of Xavier.edu

This year, the ALL Card Center is distributing a new ALL Card to students.

By Meredith Francis

Campus News Editor
By the end of the 2014 spring
semester, all Xavier students are
expected to have the new version
of the Xavier University ALL
card.
The new ALL Card design
comes after the university ran low
on the material made to produce
the old edition of the ALL Card,
causing the ALL Card Center to
reorder a new design.
“While there were no major
problems with the previous ALL
Card other than a lack of supply
materials. It gives the ALL Card
Center the opportunity to update the technology,” Bill Moran,
associate director of Auxiliary
Services, said.
“We have also taken the reorder
as an opportunity to update the
magnetic stripe material to raise
it to manufacturer-recommended specifications regarding use
in door access control systems,”
Moran said. “The magnetics in the
new card are even stronger than
they were before, which can only

help with use of the card over extended periods of heavy use.”
This year’s freshman class, as
well as anyone that has been issued a new card since July 1, 2013,
already has the updated design.
The deadline to acquire a new
ALL Card is June 30, 2014, leaving plenty of time during the
school year for students to update
or trade-in their cards. Current
seniors will be exempt from the
updates.
“Students are welcome to stop
into the ALL Card Center in the
Musketeer Mezzanine at their
convenience to pick up the new
card,” Moran said. “There is no
charge for the new card as long
as the student already has an ALL
Card to turn in. However, if the
card is lost, then as always, there
is a replacement fee for the new
card.”
For the 2013-14 academic year,
all university services will consider
both the old and new design as a
valid form of ID. After the June
30 deadline, however, the old ALL
Card will not be accepted.

University Station begins leasing
computer lab with Macs and PCs 2014.
Staff Writer
and private study rooms exclusiveAlthough Xavier owns the
Before signing that lease for ly for residents and their guests. A land, University Station is an offthe 2014-15 school year, make few of the apartment units have campus amenity. Ackermann and
sure to consider University Station outdoor balconies.
Messer Construction will build
Apartments, the newest available
One of the apartment build- and develop University Station.
option off campus. A little over ings will have some retail spaces
Xavier University is not cona week ago, students started fill- accessible on the ground floor tributing funds to University
ing out the application and
Station and will not decide
signing the apartment leases
the specific tenants. However,
online. Seventy-eight percent
Xavier indicated to the develof the apartments are already
oper some potential services
occupied.
the development should proThe 178-unit apartment
vide for the community, incomplex, along Cleneay Ave.
cluding apartments, offices,
and Montgomery Rd., will
parking, retail spaces, street
have 479 beds available startand infrastructure and posing fall semester 2014.
sibly a hotel.
Each fully furnished apart“These uses are intended
Photo courtesy of cincinnati.com
ment has private bedrooms Students are now signing leases on apartments to bring vitality to the camaccompanied by a private in the new University Station for next school year. pus and surrounding neighbathroom. Every unit will
borhood. We expect that
have stainless steel appliances, level, including the Campus Store. the offices will offer internship
granite countertops and high end
Lauren Smith, the Peak Campus opportunities and other potential
finishes.
property manager for University academic connections,” Maribeth
The apartments start from Station, confirmed that leases for Amyot, Xavier’s senior vice presi$2,850 to $5,400 per person for all the apartments with balconies dent and chief financial officer,
each semester. Units range from have been signed. Apartment said.
single- to five-person occupancy.
units for five people are also now
Check out the model for the
The apartments are a new unavailable.
apartment units at the leasing ofhousing option for not only stuCurrently, the project is in fice located at 1601 Dana Ave.,
dents, but so far, they are the only Phase I and plans to begin Phase across the street from Williams
occupants.
II will start towards the end of College of Business. The leasing
The apartments have surveil- next year. Phase I, which is sched- office will be open during Parent
lance cameras and live-in security uled to end August 2014, includes Weekend Oct. 25-27.
for the safety of the residents.
the apartment buildings and new
For floor plans and additional
Upon completion, the complex campus bookstore.
information, visit: http://liveatuwill include a resort-style pool, fitOccupants of the apartment station.com/apartments, or call
ness center, private movie theater, complex can move in on Aug. 22, 513-898-1408.

By Saunta Anderson
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Women’s soccer off to a strong start Men’s soccer scores big
B N
J
against Kentucky Cats
Staff Writer
y

ikhil elaji

The Xavier women’s soccer team is off to the best start
since 1990 after a 1-0 victory over
Morehead State on Sept. 15. The
Musketeers remain undefeated
with an overall record of 5-0-1.
The Musketeers were scoreless
after the first 72 minutes as they
battled it out against Morehead
State.
Xavier freshman midfielder
Maggie Hare scored the decisive
goal at 72:35 in the second half.
With that goal, Hare now has
three goals on the season.
“We knew coming in here it
was going to be a challenge to play
attractively since Morehead plays

Did you know?

Freshman midfielder Maggie Hare has recorded 25%
of the team’s goals through
the first six games, recording three goals and one
assist to the team’s 12 goals.
Two of those goals secured
the win for the Musketeers.

By Kyle Isaacs

Staff Writer
The Xavier men’s soccer
team revisited history by defeating last year’s first round NCAA
Tournament foe the University of
Kentucky 2-1 on Saturday night.
In the process of beating the
Wildcats and securing their secNewswire photo by Andrew Matsushita
ond straight home victory, the
Freshman Maggie Hare recorded the game-winning goal against Cincinnati. Musketeers improved to 2-3 on
on a 65 yard wide football field,” front of a school-record crowd the season.
head coach Woody Sherwood of 1,804 at the Xavier Soccer
The win also marked Xavier’s
said. “We really challenged our Complex. Hare, senior tri-captain first victory over the Wildcats in
players at halftime. In the second Lauren Heap and sophomore Cincinnati in six attempts.
half we were able to create a cou- forward Erin McGauley all scored
The Musketeers got off to a
ple of very good chances and one against the Bearcats.
fast start in Saturday’s rematch of
“The first five-six minutes were the 2012 NCAA Tournament’s
of them resulted in a goal.”
a
little
shaky,” Sherwood said.
Junior
goalkeeper
Katie
first round, netting a goal in the
“We
had a few uncharacter- third minute of action.
Markesbery recorded her fourth
straight shutout while notching a istic calls, but this is also a huge
Senior midfielder Matt Walker
crowd and we have a bunch of finished in front of the net folpair of saves to her stat sheet.
With the win, the Musketeers youngsters and we played pretty lowing the assist by sophomore
recorded their fifth shutout in six efficient.”
forward Calum Latham.
The victory snapped a fivematches and dropped Morehead
The Wildcats responded with a
match losing streak against the late first-half goal in the 41st minState to 0-6-1.
The Xavier women’s soccer Bearcats.
ute off of an errant bounce by the
Xavier visits Indiana at 7 p.m. Xavier defense, notching the score
team is also coming off of a shutout victory against the Cincinnati today in a decisive showdown and at 1-1 minutes before halftime.
return home to host Northern
Bearcats.
Both teams struggled to find
The Musketeers won 3-0 in Kentucky at 6:30 p.m. on Friday.
the net in the second half, but the

CLEVELAND CORNER

The hunt for October

By Danny O’Malley

Staff Writer
As the hunt for October begins to get real, it’s hard to sit back
and say that I am not surprised
the Cleveland Indians still have a
chance to squeeze into a wild card
spot. When looking back on the
season and diving into statistics,
it’s hard to believe where the team
currently stands.
The squad has no pitchers with
15 wins or more, a team ERA of
3.89, its lead home run hitter Nick
Swisher has only 20, and its RBI
leader Jason Kipnis has only a decent amount of RBIs with
78.
N o n e t h e l e s s,
the Indians are
battling with the
likes of Texas,
Tampa Bay,
Baltimore
and New
York for
a final wild
card spot.
With roughly
10 games in the
regular season remaining, it’s looking to be a close
finish.
The key for the Indians will be
how well their pitching staff can
continue to pan out during the last
stretch.
Pitchers such as Ubaldo
Jimenez, Corey Kluber and Scott
Kazmir have done decently
well this season but have been
inconsistent.
The loss of stud Justin
Masterson has also put a damper
on the pitching staff.
However, bullpen pitchers Joe
Smith and Cody Allen, who both
have ERAs below 2.7 and combine for 121 innings pitched, have

been crucial to the success of the
team in late game situations.
The newly acquired Marc
Rzepczynski has placed a 1.15
ERA in about 16 innings pitched,
and if he can continue to perform
with these numbers he could be a
good support within the bullpen.
As far as the offensive side of
the ball goes, the Indians have
faired quite well and are sixth
in
the league in runs scored,
fifth in RBIs and
eighth in on-base
percentage. The
problem
with
this team is that
they tend to go on
an offensive tear in
one game only to
struggle to put a few
runs on the board
in the next.
If the Indians
can string together
games of mediocre
offensive production, I believe that
they will have an opportunity to make it into the
playoffs.
The good news for Indians fans
is that out of all the teams in the
race for the wild card, Cleveland
probably has the easiest road.
It hosts a three game series to
a bad Astros team, a two game series against a miserable White Sox
team and ends with a four game
series in Minnesota.
With the Indians not making
the playoffs since 2007, this could
be a big moment for the organization to show that they are a team
to be reckoned with.
It’s safe to say that the Tribe has
given fans a reason to get excited
for next year even if they don’t secure a playoff birth.

Musketeers were able to break
through in the 68th minute to tally
the final goal of the game. Senior
forward Gino De Paoli ripped a
shot past the Kentucky goalkeeper following a scrum in front of
the net.
The Musketeers were able to
keep the Wildcats off the scoreboard for the remainder of the
game, benefitting from senior
goalkeeper Eric Osswald’s three
saves of the night.
Head coach Andy Fleming was
pleased with the team’s two previous games, noting that the victories over Kentucky and UC-Irvine
were “two very big national wins”
that will boost the Musketeers’
RPI.
“We made a statement at
home,” Fleming said. “Key people
stepped up and we are starting to
find out who we are (as a team),”
Fleming said.
The men continued their home
stand last night with a 1-1 draw
against Cedarville University.
The Musketeers return to action on Saturday when they visit
Missouri State University.

Dawg diaries: bleeding brown and orange

By Adam Tortelli

Staff Writer
To those of us that originate
from Ohio’s shores of Lake Erie,
it’s that time of year again.
Football season is upon us, and
the crisp Midwestern air is filled
with optimism and hope that last
year’s “wait until next year”
may undoubtedly turn
out to be this year.
Will this finally
be the season that
the Browns make
the playoffs, ending their decadelong drought?
Our beloved
Brownies had one
of the busiest offseasons in the NFL
that included a new
coaching staff, as usual, and a complete overhaul of the front office

Upcoming
Schedule
9/22

@ Minnesota

9/29

vs. Cincinnati

10/3

vs. Buffalo

10/13

vs. Detroit

10/20

@ Green Bay

10/27

@ Kansas City

11/3
11/10

vs. Baltimore
Bye

under new owner Jimmy Haslam
and president Joe Banner.
Such an extensive workload
persuaded many that those guys
in the brown and orange will be
the surprise team of the year.
A re- vamped
coaching
staff will not
help

anyone more
than second year quarterback
out of Oklahoma State, Brandon
Weeden.
Timid play-calling restricted
Weeden in his rookie season, prohibiting him from showing off
his cannon-like arm that got the
30-year-old drafted into the New
York Yankees farm system out of
high school.
First-year
coach
Rob
Chudzinski worked his magic by
making Derek Anderson (current
backup for Carolina Panthers)
a pro-bowler during his stint as
Cleveland’s offensive coordinator
in 2007 one of two winning seasons since returning in 1999.
Current offensive coordinator
Norv Turner has made a living in
the NFL by bringing out the best
in quarterbacks.
Improved play from the “rock-

eting redhead” should also open
up the field for running back
Trent Richardson.
Since winning the BCS National
Championship with Alabama in
2012, Richardson cannot find the
daylight to prove himself as the
next great running back that everyone foreshadowed him to be.
Bruised ribs slowed down no.
33 for the majority of last season, and he’s been running into a
wall of defenders every time he
touches the ball through two
games in 2013.
As it currently stands, the
Browns are 0-2, albeit tied for
second in the rugged
AFC North.
While
flashes
of brilliance show
signs of a bright
future, it is difficult
to imagine a winning record with a
team that seems to snatch
defeat out of the jaws of victory
on a weekly basis.
Weeden and Richardson have
been victims to the offensive line’s
right side.
It is impossible to win games
in the NFL when the quarterback
is on his back at the end of every
play and your “star” running back
has to beat a group of defenders
simply to make it back to the line
of scrimmage.
The regular season might be a
different story than the successful
preseason that got Browns fans
hopeful for a great year. Still, a
7-9 season is a reasonable goal for
the Browns organization, which
shows inexperience from its players, its coach, and even its owner.
Anything close to that mark
will be considered a success by
true fans.
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XU volleyball keeps good streak rolling
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By Nick McGill

Staff Writer
With a 5-2 record, the
Musketeers entered the Sports
Import DC Koehl Classic at
Ohio State to face off against
Southeastern Missouri State
(SEMO), Indiana UniversityPurdue University Indianapolis
(IUPUI) and Ohio State last
weekend.
Coming off of a three game
sweep of Miami Ohio, the
Musketeers looked to keep their
hot streak going in Columbus.
The first of Xavier’s three
games resulted in a 3-1 victory
over SEMO.
Leading the attack was freshman outside hitter Abbey Bessler
and senior outside hitter Sarah
Brown. Bessler recorded a career
high 23 kills and finished with a
double-double.
Brown joined her teammate
with a double-double of her own
tallying 13 kills and 19 digs.
The Musketeers finished strong,
beating SEMO 25-12 in the fourth
set to put the Redhawks away.
In the next match against the
IUPUI Jaguars, Xavier powered
through for a straight set victory
(25-22, 25-20, 25-23).
The Musketeers’ defense

Newswire photo by Andrew Matsushita

Freshman Abbey Bessler (left) and senior Sarah Brown (right) led the way for the Musketeers this weekend, recording a total of 43 and 25 kills, respectively

proved to be the determining
factor in this match with another
solid offensive performance by
Bessler.
Following two straight victories,
the Musketeers were set to match
up with 13-ranked Ohio State.
After the Buckeyes dominated
the first set 25-10, the Musketeers

fought back in the second set to
even the match at one set apiece.
The Buckeye squad was too
much to handle in the third and
fourth winning both and finished
off Xavier (25-10, 21-25, 25-23,
25-13).
The Musketeers put up a great
fight and pushed the Buckeyes to

-Paid Advertisement-

the brink but were ultimately not
able to pull out a victory.
Junior setter Aubree Smith and
Brown were named to the AllTournament team, both turning
in dominant performances as they
led their team to a 2-1 record for
the tournament.
Smith racked up a total of 122

assists during the three games
while Brown managed 45 digs and
25 kills for the Musketeers.
This weekend the Musketeers
will travel to the University of
California Irvine to compete in
the UC Irvine Invitational before
heading to Indianapolis to kick off
conference play against Butler.
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Write to us:

The Xavier Newswire has a commitment
to publishing opposing viewpoints and
opinions in hopes of fostering dialogue
on campus that includes students, faculty
and staff. The Newswire accepts Letters to
the Editor on a weekly basis. Comments
can be submitted online during the week.
Please contact us if you have opinions and
wish to write on a regular basis or a sense
of humor and like to draw. Find us online
at xaviernewswire.com.

The existence of the U.S. military is of absolute necessity to
American freedom. To suggest
anything else would be hopelessly naïve. The freedoms we enjoy
come at a price — the sacrifice of
American life and limb. To ignore
that is shamefully disrespectful.
The denunciation of U.S.
military as a “force of evil in the
world” is both ignorant and ridiculous. Our military is made up of
Americans who are the only thing
standing between your freedom
and those who wish to attack it.
Our freedom was built by their
blood and is protected by their
sacrifice.
The military’s actions are not
chosen by soldiers or officers or
anyone else on the ground risking
their life for yours. Although generals and admirals develop specific
plans and strategies, its objectives
are dictated by politicians.
Your attacks are misguided,
Taylor. It is the objectives of politicians you should be protesting.
It is likewise politicians that design
the actions carried out by agents
of American paramilitary forces,
like the CIA, which you have also
attacked.
The things you object to are
the actions of politicians, not
soldiers and sailors. If you want
those things to stop, it would
make more sense to protest the
study of political science than to
impede the training and education
of our military.
“It’s time to get honest.” To
suggest that to support an officer
training program is perpetuating
a culture of violence is embarrassing. Your blatant disregard
for the supreme sacrifice of men
and women giving life and limb
in defense of our freedom is
irreverent.
Further, you are suggesting
that American Catholics cannot
be both Americans and Catholics.
We do not hope for war. We do
not lightly send troops to battle.

We do not chase down opportunities for “imperialism.” We pray
for peace and thank God there
are Americans willing to stand between us and the line of fire.
If it is violence and evil you
protest, it would make more sense
to place flowers and flags at the
headstones of our fallen soldiers
than to protest their education
and training. It would make more
sense to support the children
whose fathers and mothers gave
their lives and limbs in your defense than to obstruct the education of those who would courageously take their place.
If you would pray for peace
I would pray with you, as would
our brave men and women in
America’s armed forces. And if
you would fight for my freedom,
I would hold you up, not hold you
down.
-Lauren Vaughan, ‘14
I usually do not respond to
opinion articles because I understand everyone has a right to their
opinion and to voice it in whatever way they see fit. However, I fear
that, after your article dealing with
ROTC, I can no longer stand idly
by and hold my tongue.
I am not a member of the
ROTC program. However, my
family is filled with people who
were, and still are, members of
the military, a “force of evil in the
world,” as you called it. My grandfather was involved in the planning of D-Day. My cousin still
flies helicopters for the military.
My older brother, a graduate of
the program you desire Xavier to
cut, served a term in Afghanistan,
where his camp experienced
rocket fire every day for several
months. Also, my brother’s roommate every year at Xavier, Michael
Runyan, who was killed in action
in Iraq just three years ago, is a
man whose family I hope to God

never has to read the disgusting
words you wrote. So, even though
you did not offend me directly,
you have offended my family and
friends, which in turn offends me.
I’m not writing to say you are
wrong in every way. Dislike war
as much as you want. Dislike the
administration that puts our men
and women overseas as much as
you want. However, one of the
most disgusting things a person
can do is to condemn those willing
to die to protect this country. You
incorrectly describe the military as
inherently violent. The goal of the
military is to protect, not to kill or
maim. Most of those who sign up
for the military do not do so because they want to kill or maim.
They do it because they want to
protect this country. They do so
because they love this country and
they want to protect the rights
of its citizens. Rights that, ironically enough, include your right
to print an article that condemns
those who join the ranks, an article released, disgustingly enough,
on the anniversary of the day that
led to the current war. Also, I understand that you said your article
is not a condemnation of ROTC
cadets, however, when you call a
program evil and immoral, that
condemnation spreads to those
inside of it.
Finally, the program you dislike so adamantly oftentimes is the
only way that students can receive
a college education. The United
States military pays for each and
every one of its cadets’ tuitions, a
point you conveniently neglect in
your article. So I celebrate, and am
eternally grateful for, the Xavier
ROTC program, and those brave
enough to protect this country
and the right of its citizens. They
have more courage in their pinky
finger than someone like you or
I could ever wish to have in our
entire life.
-TJ Hizer, ‘14

Staff Editorial:

Evaluating the future of Alter Hall

Last spring, Alter Hall was
closed, supposedly due to structural problems. A rumor circulated that it would be torn down entirely, due to its age and the cost
to repair it, and that it would be
rebuilt — a newer, bigger, better
classroom building that would be
the center of our campus life.
Only this week, it seems
that all these plans have been
scrapped. Alter Hall is due for
remodeling, and the administration decided to ask student
opinions at a forum this week.
According to the event details on
the university calendar, “This is

a prime opportunity for students
to share insights directly with the
Alter Hall Renovation Team.”
We applaud the administration for taking into account students’ opinions on this key facet
of campus life. We spend most of
our class time in Alter; it is where
the majority of Core classes were
conducted prior to the spring semester of 2013.
The slow progress on this key
point of campus life has been
disappointing, whereas Fenwick
Place took only a year to build
from the ground up. University
Station (which is not a university

First Amendment to the United States’Constitution

project, we concede) is well under way.
Alter, however, is still sitting
empty, and we cannot predict
how long it will be until it is back
online. It is odd that the center
of academic life should be so
quiet in the midst of a semester. If nothing else, however,
we have seen an effort on the
administration’s part to incorporate students into their plans and
we urge the administration to act
on their demonstrated interest in
student opinions.
In the meantime, though,
we’ll be waiting.

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.
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values and
Patriotism and homelessness: American
fostering respect in Cincinnati valuing Xavier’s ROTC

“Give me your tired, your poor,
Your huddled masses yearning to
breathe free,
The wretched refuse of your teeming
shore.
Send these, the homeless, tempesttossed, to me:
I lift my lamp beside the golden
door.”

The above portion of Emma
Lazarus’s sonnet is familiar to
most Americans. It’s inscribed
on a plaque that accompanies the
Statue of Liberty, an iconic symbol of freedom and hope in the
United States.
It’s a beautiful concept: America
is the land of the free and home
of the brave, a place where those
who are lost can be found and
those without homes can find solace in the arms of Lady Liberty.
But at the end of the day, it’s a
concept. Those suffering in other
countries are not met with open
arms, and we certainly do not treat
the “homeless” and “tempesttossed” with the compassion and
empathy implied by Lazarus’s beloved words.
Each and every day, millions of
Americans go hungry and make
homes for themselves on the
street, including thousands in the
Cincinnati area alone.
Last week, the city of Cincinnati
announced that it would no longer be allowing its homeless to escape from the cold and inclement
weather in the courthouse downtown, arguing it to be a public
health hazard.
How ironic that an institution
created to uphold the values of
our country is so blatantly failing

those it was created to protect.
For Alternative Breaks last
year, my (Tim’s) group went to
Washington, D.C., for the Hunger
and Homelessness trip. The unique
thing about our trip was that while
we learned more about the issues
of homelessness throughout the
city, our group spent 48 hours in
the middle of the week on the
streets of D.C.
During those 48 hours, we
walked for food, for shelter —
everywhere. My lunch on the first
day comprised of a bagel split
three ways, and my small group
walked aimlessly looking for dinner until we finally found salvation in a food truck late at night.
The next morning, we woke up
on cold cement and were forced
back out into the rain at 3:45 a.m.
by a police officer who told us we
couldn’t sleep at our spot of shelter anymore.
The worst part? Everywhere
you walk, people go out of their
way to show their surprise, disgust,
shock and horror at the way you’re
dressed and what you’re carrying
with you. Even worse, most of the
people I walked past for those 48
hours pretended like I wasn’t even
there. For two days, I felt like dirt
— worse than a plague on society.
I can only imagine how it must
feel for the men and women who
become trapped in the system of
homelessness. Very quickly, I’m
sure, these people begin to feel utterly inhuman.
I came away from my experiences in Washington, D.C., with
new understandings about the
cycle of homelessness and was
blessed to understand part of

what it’s like to be a homeless citizen in the United States.
It is shocking how easy it is to
enter into the cycle of homelessness, and even more incredible at
how hard it is to get out of that
cycle. Throughout the week that
our group was in Washington,
D.C., we heard story after story
from people who, all of a sudden,
found themselves on the streets
because of one or two life decisions or misfortunes. And sadly,
days of homelessness turned into
weeks, then months and in some
cases, years.
Don’t assume that homeless
people are bums. Instead, try to
think about their experiences.
After only two days on the street,
anybody from our trip would tell
you how exhausting it is. When
you spend your days walking in
search of food and shelter (sometimes unsuccessfully), you want
to conserve the energy you have.
For us, being immobile for a few
hours meant that we could walk to
get dinner later that night.
We have a responsibility to not
only empathize with and protect
our citizens who are hungry and
without homes, but also to stand
with them. Freedom, safety, respect and empathy should not
just be a concept inscribed on a
plaque; our citizens deserve for it
to be a reality.

In the spirit of education, there
was a more tactful way and time
this information could have been
presented without calling out a
major program on our campus on
a sensitive day of the year.
How could any ROTC cadet
not feel “any less a member of this
community for being in the program?” To say ROTC should be
discontinued at Xavier because it
doesn’t align with Catholic ideals is to say other clubs like XU
Alliance should not be permitted
at Xavier because of the Church’s
stance on gay marriage.
Because the military is such an
“inherently violent institution,”
who could be better leaders in our
Armed Forces than those educated at a Jesuit Catholic university? Aren’t the morals and values
instilled in us at Xavier qualities
we want in our military leaders?
We cannot ignore that the reason
Xavier produces fine army officers may be the fact that we are
a Catholic university. These are
people who are taught to think
critically with their hearts and
minds, leaders with integrity who
are willing to challenge the status quo and lead soldiers in a way
that would make Xavier proud. I
would implore that our military
could benefit from more soldiers

and officers of the Catholic, and
Jesuit Catholic, faith.
I am interested to hear more
from Xavier ROTC cadets, both
Catholic and non-Catholic, and
hear how their faith plays a role
in their decisions and actions as
a cadet, and their future in the
military.
What do Jesuit priests at our
school have to say about this? Is
Fulkerson’s opinion shared by
Catholic leaders at our institution? What resources do we have
for cadets navigating their desire
to serve in the military and their
faith?
There are problems that exist
in the U.S. Army and our military
today — I cannot and will not
deny that fact.
Who should we call upon to be
agents of change in promoting a
culture of caring and acceptance
in our Armed Forces? Could it be
those who attended a four-year
Jesuit Catholic University? We
need military leaders with strong
morals and conscience.
It is a responsibility of Xavier
to help our Catholic and nonCatholic students, ROTC and
non-ROTC, navigate the difficult
questions that arise when talking about our religion and war.
Don’t military personnel need our

love and prayers? To say “no” to
Xavier’s ROTC program is to say
“no” to Xavier students supporting loved ones in the military, such
as myself. It says “no” to students
who have parents, grandparents,
family and friends who served in
the military.
The members of our military
need our prayers and love, regardless of whether or not we agree
with the fight they are fighting. I
am proud to support a leader in
our Army and believe his Catholic
faith is a huge part of what drives
him to be a morally sound individual who leads with integrity.
My boyfriend Dan, a second lieutenant infantry officer in
the U.S. Army, was deployed to
Afghanistan this summer. He is
also Catholic.
I survived the deployment
with one word: faith. Faith in
God, faith in love, faith in Dan.
His faith grew during the time he
spent overseas, and he was affected by his interactions with Afghan
children and the extreme poverty
they live in. His heart was opened
to consider a career in inner-city
education after his service in the
Army. Dan’s service in the Army
has deepened my faith in God.

Sabrina Brown and Tim Wilmes
are the Editor-in-Chief and Sports
Editor, respectively, of the Newswire.
Brown is a senior majoring in English
from Shelby, Ohio. Wilmes is a senior
majroing in theology and marketing
from St. Louis, Mo.

Letter to the Editor: Response to “Seeking moral ground”

-Emily Boutilier, ‘14

Winston Churchill famously
said, “There’s something going on
in time and space and beyond time
and space, which, whether we like
it or not, spells duty.”
The Catholic Church often
amazes me. The Jesuit order even
further colors the tradition of the
faith. As a practicing Catholic, I
firmly believe the connection to
the military or Catholicism is not
mutually exclusive. While I sympathize dearly for Fr. Carney, blaming the military for the problems
of today is grossly misguided.
The United States military
is first and foremost the fighting force of the American way
of life. While undoubtedly violent, the U.S. military fights and
wins all endeavors the politicians
deem necessary. Love or hate the
conflict in Honduras, Vietnam,
Iraq, Afghanistan or even the
Revolutionary War, the military
ultimately solves issues diplomats
are unable or unwilling to resolve.
Furthermore, top military officials
cannot be charged with failure to
adhere to Just War Theory, the
Catholic teaching that outlines the
potential for appropriate military
action, because Congress ultimately approves all declaration of
war, not the military.
While the military cannot be
blamed for the initiation or continuation of violence around the
world, it can be credited with the
protection and preservation of
human dignity, a core belief in
Catholic social teaching. In Iraq
and Afghanistan, Army troops
performed extraordinary duty in
assisting citizens of each country
to hold democratic elections. In
Iraq, they deposed a dictator with
a documented history of torture
and an affinity for chemical weapons in opposition of the widely
accepted Geneva Convention. In
2010 in Haiti, U.S. Army soldiers
delivered food, water and medical supplies to a country unable
to accept foreign aid because
of their poor port and airport
infrastructure.
Pope John Paul II outlined the
basis for Catholic social teaching
and, as a component of that, the
Just War Theory, by asserting the
importance of human dignity in
“Centesimus Annus.”
“God has imprinted his own
image and likeness on man,” wrote
the Holy See, “conferring upon
him an incomparable dignity.”
Through humanitarian aid and
armed conflict the United States
Military enforces the foundation
for human dignity around the
globe.
On the contrary to Fulkerson,
I believe the Reserve Officer
Training Corps provides the most
practical occupation and training
to institute human dignity around
the globe. The cadets that commission into the regular Army
do much more than many who
mistake their scholarly work with
actual Jesuit service to the poor,
who insist on arguing theories and
debating potential contradictions.
Army soldiers ended torture and

the spread of chemical weapons
in Iraq and fed hungry mouths in
Haiti.
I’m not sure how uniformed
service members are to blame
for “American imperialism” and
the “military-industrial complex.” General Martin Dempsey,
head of the Joint Chiefs of Staff,
does not, and cannot, make decisions on whether or not we go
to war. General Odierno, army
general chief of staff, does not
decide the mission of the Army
in Afghanistan. Rather, democratically elected officials in
Congress charge military tactical
experts with winning a mission
already determined for them. If
Mr. Fulkerson intends to truly
end violence and promote peace,
he may be inclined to begin with
the American voting electorate,
and subsequently the interests of
those on Capitol Hill.
Perhaps Ronald Reagan, while
not a Jesuit himself, said it best. He
remarked, “Now let’s set the record straight. There’s no argument
over the choice between peace and
war. But there’s only one guaranteed way you can have peace and
you can have it in the next second.
Surrender. Admittedly there’s a
risk in any course we follow other
than this but every lesson of history tells us that the greater risk
lies in appeasement. And this is
the specter our well-meaning liberal friends refuse to face — that
their policy of accommodation
is appeasement. And it gives no
choice but to indecent war only
between fight or surrender.”
He goes on, “Where then is the
road to peace? Well it’s a simple
answer after all. You and I have
the courage to stand up to our enemies to say there is a price we will
not pay there is a point beyond
which they must not advance.”
There are injustices in every
war. However, the United States
military has proven an effective
ally to many foreign countries and
continues to stand ready to deter
war, and if necessary, fight and
win.
I would like to thank all members of the Reserve Officer
Training Corps for their exemplary service. May the Xavier “All
For One” Battalion continue to
prosper, modeling Ignatian spirituality. Saint Ignatius was, after all,
a soldier himself.

Second Lieutenant Mike Hills
is a 2013 graduate of Xavier
University in the Philosophy, Politics
& the Public program and is the former Opinions&Editorials editor for
Newswire in 2011-2012. He is currently stationed at Fort Campbell, Ky.
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Prof. Stephen Skiles returns to Cincinnati
Shakespeare Company stage after 20 years
By alex spindler

Brownlow.
Xavier Newswire (XN): As an
actor and professor, how has this production of “Oliver Twist” been for you?
Stephen Skiles (SS): Coming
back to the Cincinnati Shakespeare
Company required a significant
adjustment period.
Almost 20 years ago, we were
just a rag-tag group of 22-yearolds who were excited to do
theater.
Returning to ‘Oliver’ meant being an outsider coming into an es-

tablished company’s routines.
Still, it has been an incredibly
rewarding experience as an actor.
Professor Stephen Skiles of
XN: What have you done to incorthe newly-developed Xavier
porate your experiences as an actor in
Department of Music and Theatre
“Oliver Twist” into your role as a prois not new to the Cincinnati thefessor of theatre at Xavier?
ater scene. In fact, he was a foundSS: In my 10-12 years as a
ing member of the distinguished
high school and college educator,
Cincinnati Shakespeare Company
I have never stopped working in
back in 1994.
professional jobs.
Now, 20 years later, Skiles reI feel like it is important to returns to the troupe in its most
mind myself of the experience
recent production of Charles
that’s necessary to make it as an
Dickens’ “Oliver Twist” as Mr.
actor.
Also, I enjoy making contacts and bringing in professionals as assets and contacts
for the students.
Simultaneously, I stretch
and update my skills as an actor in the process.
XN: What advancements are
the Theatre Department making towards establishing a strong
foundation in the Cincinnati arts
community?
SS: When I first started
teaching at Xavier in 2002, I
saw the potential for a Theatre
major supported by the theater scene in Cincinnati.
In doing ‘Oliver’ and spearPhoto courtesy of facebook.com
heading the collaboration with
Prof. Stephen Skiles plays Mr. Brownlow in Cincinnati Shakespeare Company’s “Oliver Twist.” the Cincinnati Shakespeare
Staff Writer

Pianist John Novacek
featured in Music Series
By Jessica larkin

Staff Writer

Xavier University welcomed
the internationally renowned pianist, John Novacek, as part of the
Music Department’s Music Series.
Novacek has received a number of prizes at the Leschetizky
and Joanna Hodges international
piano competitions.
His
performance
this
past Sunday included Robert
Schumann’s “Carnaval” and
Beethoven’s “Sonata No. 31.”
He also performed classical Spaniard pieces from Isaac
Albeniz, Enrique Granados and
Alberto Ginastera during the latter half of the show.
The audience arrived abuzz
with conversation about the acclaimed artist.
Some members compared
the artist to other performances
shown in the Music Series and
others attended simply to enjoy
the engaging music.
Expectations were high and
Novacek delivered in kind with
his stunning performances and his
obviously passionate dedication to
his work.
When asked which piece was
his favorite of the repertoire, he
admitted that Beethoven’s “Sonata
No. 31,” the first piece he performed, is his favorite to execute.
“It’s maybe the most moving piece to me because I think it
reaches great depths and heights
so that, wherever I play it, it

feels like a spiritual experience,”
Novacek said.
The audience certainly agreed
as they eagerly and heartily applauded after each piece.
The pianist even received a passionate “Bravo” from an enthused
audience member at the conclusion of the “Carnaval” piece as
well as a standing ovation at the
close of his recital, with which he
appreciated with a performance
of “Solace,” by Scott Joplin.
Novacek’s practice schedule recently tightened with a busy travel
agenda.
When asked how often he practices, Novacek said, “On the road
I don’t get very long to practice,
but I try to get on the instrument
that I’m playing in the concert
for two or three hours before the
show.”
He also practices from four to
six hours at home, though that
time has been greatly reduced to
care for his daughter.
He laughed and said having a
daughter is a “worthwhile endeavor, but there’s much less practice
time now.”
Novacek’s graceful and engaging recital kept the audience
emotionally involved until the last
note, leaving the audience yearning for more.
Xavier’s Music Series will also
host Alexander Korsantia, Lukasz
Kuropaczewski and Benedetto
Luppo in November and January.

Company for
our co-production of Arthur
Miller’s “The
Crucible,” I am
beginning to
see the department flourish.
Our main
goal is to bridge
the gap between
the educational
and
professional aspects
of a theater
program, and I
feel like we are
accomplishing
just that.
XN: If you
could say only one
thing to the student
Photo courtesy of xavier.edu
body of Xavier to Professor Stephen Skiles is the Director of Theatre at Xavier.
persuade them to
see “Oliver Twist” these next two week- this university can truly relate to
ends, what would it be?
the hero’s struggles and can find
SS: Aside from the cool images a deeper meaning in the motivaand great performances, “Oliver” tions of Dickens’ words.
has something more.
It is a faithful play with a strong
In the play, the characters look moral undertone.
beyond themselves to help a loneIf you’re interested in seeing
ly orphan find happiness. Xavier Skiles perform in “Oliver Twist,”
talks a lot about mission and ser- ticket information for the show
vice for and with others.
can be found at www.cincyshakes.
In that way, the student body at com.

Xavier Newswire’s 2013
Emmy Award predictions
By alex spindler

Staff Writer

Daines is an Emmy favorite (she has won three
The 2013 Primetime
awards before) and holds
Emmy Awards are just
her own in a show revolvaround the corner, honing around terrorism and
oring the best and the
homeland security.
brightest of the small
While not the best
screen.
pick, Daines will ultiThe Xavier Newswire
mately snatch up another
decided to try its own
Emmy.
Best Leading Actor
hand at predicting who
in a Comedy Series:
will take home the goldLouis C.K., “Louie”
en trophies — the bigThis stand-up star has
gest awards in primetime
proven that he can defitelevision.
Best Drama Series:
nitely maintain his ground
“Breaking Bad”
in the world of television
On the tails of a speccomedy.
tacular fifth season, there
As perennial favorites
is no reason why this
like Alec Baldwin and
cable favorite shouldn’t
Larry David begin to exit
walk away with the night’s
the category, it’s time for
top prize.
Louis to take the crown.
Best Comedy Series:
Best Leading Actress
“Modern Family”
in a Comedy Series:
Tina Fey, “30 Rock”
Despite having won
Photo courtesy of businessinsider.com
Fey made “30 Rock”
the award for three AMC’s “Breaking Bad” is nominated for Best Drama Series.
what it was: an original,
years straight, “Modern
Cranston’s menacing turn as bold and refreshing comedy that
Family” constantly proves why it
part chemistry teacher, part meth- broke the traditional trend of sitshould win again.
This comedy was ground- lab drug lord Walter White practi- com domination
She is funny, charming and
breaking from its inception, incor- cally screams Emmy Award.
Donning a new goatee and non-stereotypical in her leading
porating topics of interracial and
same-sex marriage. Aside from bald head for the final season of role as Liz Lemon.
Although “30 Rock” wrapped
the social impact, this show is ab- “Breaking Bad,” Bryan Cranston
solutely hilarious and continues to will walk in and take an award up its seventh and last season, it
which he completely deserves.
would be a crime if Fey didn’t
rise in the ratings.
Best Leading Actress in a win.
Best Leading Actor in a
Drama Series: Bryan Cranston, Drama Series: Claire Daines,
The award ceremony airs at
“Homeland”
“Breaking Bad”
8:00 p.m. on Sunday on CBS.
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Tom Kenny and Jerry Minors
discuss “Brickleberry” season

“AM” has great sound

Arts & Entertainment Editor

Staff Writer

By patrick E. phillips

The Comedy Central television
series “Brickleberry,” produced
by Daniel Tosh, recently began its
second season. Offering some insights into the future of the show,
“Brickleberry” voice actors Tom
Kenny and Jim Minors shared
their excitement about the show
as well as their own personal work
in the series.
“Brickleberry” focuses around
a group of park rangers who
watch over Brickleberry National
Park while finding themselves in
hilarious situations.
Photo courtesy of toonami.wikia.com
Photo courtesy of imdb.com
Tom Kenny, best known as the
Tom
Kenny
(left)
and
Jerry
Minors
(right),
voiceactors
for
Comedy
Central’s
“Brickleberry.”
voice of Spongebob Squarepants,
plays Woody, an old park ranger attests to that.”
ed sitcoms such as “Family Guy”
Kenny contrasted his pre- and “South Park.”
struggling to encourage tourists
vious, kid-oriented work with
to come to the park.
“Both those shows have the
Jerry Minor, a former “Saturday “Brickleberry.”
fingerprints of their creators on
“I’ve always liked working in them,” Kenny said. “Every show
Night Live” cast member, plays
Denzel Jackson, a horrible park different arenas,” Kenny said. “It’s has its own vibe and way of doranger with an attraction to older always really fun in its own way.”
ing things. The creators of this
“Brickleberry” will contain show also have their own unique
women.
“The show just looks better,” even more outlandish situations comedy.”
Minor said. “There have also than it did in the past.
Minor expressed his enjoyment
“My character and Ethel in constantly doing work in a field
been tweaks in the writing staff,
and the show has gotten better all (played by Natasha Leggero) find a with which he is not so familiar.
cavewoman,” Minors said, “which “It’s a departure from what I’ve
around.”
“We have built a machine both Denzel immediately jumps on.”
done before,” Minor said.
The cast members reflected on
in terms of content and style,”
“Brickleberry” airs at 10:30 p.m.
Kenny said. “Our premiere did the similarities of “Brickleberry” on Tuesday nights on Comedy
well for our demographic which with other adult-oriented animat- Central.

Review: “Insidious 2”
By Grant Vance

Staff Writer

“Insidious: Chapter 2”
goes above and beyond horror movie sequel expectations.
It lives up to the first film’s
standards while delivering an
even more engaging horror
film experience.
In director James Wan’s
second visit to the universe
of “Insidious” he manages to
capture the eeriness and intrigue of the first film while
also piling on all sorts of new
styles of horror and story
elements.
“Insidious: Chapter 2” is
a horror sequel that doesn’t
take the carbon copy of the
original and give the audience a
re-telling of its predecessor.
Wan not only incorporates elements of fiendish astral projection through ghostly bumps in the
night and morbidly-clad apparitions. He also makes homage to
films such as “The Shining” and
“The Amityville Horror.” in doing so.
This sequel not only builds off
of the events of the first film, but
also adds an incredible amount to
the lore of the story.
The film offers some great
scares throughout. With some
genuinely funny comic relief to fill
the gaps, viewers are entertained
between the truly scary moments.
The only negative issues with
“Insidious: Chapter 2” were the
occasional holes of logic and
a couple somewhat jumpy plot
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sequences.
Occasionally the “rules” of the
spirit realm would come into question, or a character might make a
questionable decision.
However, the film has enough
to it to out-weigh these issues,
but they are issues with the film
nonetheless.
The performances were all up
to par. Having to play a more dynamic role for this film, Patrick
Wilson’s Josh Lambert shines in
this film.
“Insidious: Chapter 2” is a nice
break from stale sequels and is a
perfect example of how horror
should be done.
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By Kyle Grim

Despite not having a large
American fan base, Arctic
Monkeys is one of the largest
bands in Britain. “AM” is the quartet’s fifth album and ranks among
its finest efforts.
The days of Arctic Monkeys
playing up-tempo dance punk are
gone. “AM” is filled with mid-tempo tracks with a groove, displaying
distinct hip hop influences.
Songs such as “Why’d You Only
Call Me When You’re High?” and
“Arabella” are the most notable.
“Arabella” in particular mixes
slow-grind grooves with heavy
guitar riffs, creating a whole new
sound for Arctic Monkeys, and
one that the band will likely continue to explore in the future.
Arctic Monkeys also uses some
prominent piano lines, most evident in “No. 1 Party Anthem” and
“Snap Out of It.”
Arctic Monkeys’ greatest
strength has always been the lyrics
of lead singer, Alex Turner.
Much like the music, his lyric
writing has evolved significantly
from their early days.
Turner is no longer the master of observation, instead writing deeply personal songs, mostly
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about love and heartbreak.
The highlight of the album is
“R U Mine?” which is a perfect
mixture of old and new.
It displays Arctic Monkeys’ early trends of up-tempo rock with
words that come at you faster than
your brain can process.
But this song also has the darker guitar tones and heavier riffs
that their current music reflects,
making it a perfect hybrid of old
and new.
“AM” is the natural extension
of Arctic Monkeys’ signature
sound.
It is the sound of the band
becoming mature songwriters,
growing into a sound that will be
uniquely theirs.
It is becoming bold, confident
and even more creative. The band
has already made four of the best
albums of the 21st century and it
has just added a fifth.
We have yet to see the best
from them. Album of the year?
Almost certainly.
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While New York and Chicago may be the first
cities to come to mind when one talks about bigname theater, Cincinnati has its fair share of highclass theater companies that produce spectacular
productions every year. This fall, theater companies
across the city have plenty of exceptional theater
coming your way, and you shouldn’t miss out on
any of it.

By Patrick E. Phillips
Arts and Entertainment Editor

Cincinnati Playhouse in the Park
Cincinnati Playhouse in the Park is the largest and most well-known professional theater
house in Cincinnati. The company received the Regional Theatre Tony Award in 2004 and
the Tony Award for Best Revival of a Musical for its production of Stephen Sondheim’s
“Company.” Opening this past week, Cincinnati Playhouse in the Park’s “Fly” is a new play
focusing on the Tuskegee Airmen. The performance combines tap dance and video projection, creating a unique performance experience that has already received great reviews from
“The Cincinnati Enquirer.” Cincinnati Playhouse in the Park offers $15 student rush tickets
for 30 minutes before the show begins. For more information about Cincinnati Playhouse
in the Park, visit www.cincyplay.com

Cincinnati Shakespeare Company

The Cincinnati Shakespeare Company (CSC) has produced nearly every one of
Shakespeare’s plays. An equity theater located downtown on Race Street, CSC is
dedicated to reinvigorating classics onstage. Notable productions include “Titus
Andronicus,” featuring Nick Rose and Miranda McGee, “Measure for Measure,”
featuring Brent Vimtrup and Kelly Mengelkoch and “To Kill a Mockingbird,” featuring Bruce Cromer. Their recent production of Neil Bartlett’s adaptation of
“Oliver Twist” received solid reviews. Its show runs until Sept. 29, followed by
John Steinbeck’s classic “Of Mice and Men.” CSC is also doing a joint production
of “The Crucible” here at Xavier University at the end of October, bringing CSC
talent right to our campus. CSC offers $14 student rush tickets 30 minutes before
the start of the show. For more information about CSC, visit www.cincyshakes.
com.

Know Theatre

The Know Theatre is the hub of Cincinnati’s summer theater event, the Cincinnati
Fringe Festival. The Know Theatre dubs itself “a stage set for alternative theatre.”
Located on Jackson Street in Over-the-Rhine, the Know Theatre produces new, contemporary pieces of theater. Its last mainstage production was the premiere of “Toil
and Trouble,” Lauren Gunderson’s dark comedy interpretation of Shakespeare’s
“Macbeth.” The Know Theatre is also home to the real-life storytelling production,
“True Theatre” and “OTRimprov.” For more information about the Know Theatre,
visit www.knowtheatre.com

Aronoff Center for the Arts
The largest theater in Cincinnati is Proctor & Gamble Hall in the
Aronoff Center for the Arts. Broadway touring companies perform in
the Aronoff, offering Cincinnati residents a full taste of the Broadway
theater experience. The Aronoff recently housed big-name productions
such as “The Lion King,” “Jersey Boys” and “Cats.” The 2013-14 season features “Book of Mormon,” the winner of the 2011 Tony for Best
Musical, “Wicked” and “Phantom of the Opera.” The first major production to come to Cincinnati is the new Broadway musical “Ghost,” running
Sept. 4 through Oct. 6. For more information about the Aronoff, visit
www.cincinnatiarts.org.

Ensemble Theatre Cincinnati
Ensemble Theatre (ETC) is an equity theater company dedicated to producing brand
new plays as well as productions recently closed on Broadway for Greater Cincinnati
residents to enjoy. In the past, ETC has produced big-name productions such as “Next to
Normal” and “Rabbit Hole.” Its current production of “Other Desert Cities,” called the
“best new play on Broadway by the New York Times,” has already received rave reviews
from CityBeat reviewer, Rick Pender and BroadwayWorld.com. Next on ETC’s docket is
another new play called “Rapture, Blister, Burn,” created by one of the writers of the hit
Netflix show starring Kevin Spacey, “House of Cards.” ETC has $15 student rush tickets
starting two hours before every performance. For more information about ETC and their
future productions, visit www.ensemblecincinnati.org.
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